
OUTWARD CHURCH

MEMBERSHIP COVENANT

INTRODUCTION

A covenant is a promise by which we obligate ourselves to one another in such a way that the
obligation of one party is not dependent on the faithfulness of the other (Ezekiel 20:44; 36:22;
Psalms 76:11; Hosea 2:19-20; 3:1; 2 Timothy 2:13). Though the covenant does define the relationship
between members and the church, it is first and foremost a promise made to God as a commitment
to his glory and his Bride, the Church (Ephesians 5:25).

As Christians, we are members of God’s household (Ephesians 2:19) who have been called to
function, participate, and serve in a local church context within the larger universal Body of Christ.
Just as a healthy body requires that each member do its part well, a healthy church requires the
same: Members who are sacrificially committed and well equipped to do the works of service that
God has prepared in advance for them to do (Ephesians 2:10; 4:12).

4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so
we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that
differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them. (Romans 12:4-6 ESV)

Outward Church holds its members in high regard. We expect them to lead as servants in the church
and to lead as missionaries in our culture. We do not believe in coincidences. In His sovereignty, God
has chosen to place us in this city, among these people, in this time, for a reason (Acts 17:26-27).

7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in
its welfare you will find your welfare. (Jeremiah 29:7 ESV)

Being a member of Outward Church is really about being part of a family. All members are first and
foremost disciples of Jesus, unified by their identity in Christ. This unity is expressed in the way they
joyfully choose to collaborate in loving God, loving fellow Christians, and loving non-Christians.
Members who enter into a covenant with their local church are called to a higher degree of
responsibility and service. At the same time, the elders of that local church are covenanted to assist
those members as a first priority. The elders have been charged by God with the task to love and
lead, provide counsel and aid, pray for, teach and guide the members.

1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a
partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you,
exercising oversight,not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you;not for shameful gain,
but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. (1 Peter 5:1-3
ESV)



STATEMENT OF FAITH AND BIBLICAL DOCTRINE

THE WORD OF GOD
I believe in the verbal plenary inspiration of the Bible as the Word of God, without error in the
original manuscripts, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and that it has supreme and
final authority in testing all claims about what is true and right in all matters of faith and conduct. In
matters not specifically addressed in the Bible, what is true and right is assessed by criteria
consistent with the teachings of Scripture. (I Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:20,21; Mark 13:31; John 8:31,32;
John 20:31; Acts 20:32)

THE TRINITY
I believe that there is one living, true, sovereign and all glorious God, eternally existing in three
persons; that these three persons are equal in divine perfection, and that they execute distinct but
complementary and harmonious offices in the work of creation, providence and redemption.
(Genesis 1:1,26;  John 1:1,3; Matthew 28:19; John 4:24; Romans 1:19,20; Ephesians 4:5,6)

GOD THE FATHER
I believe in God the Father, an infinite, personal spirit, perfect in holiness, wisdom, power and love. I
believe that He infallibly foreknows all that shall come to pass, that He sovereignly rules over all
things, that He concerns Himself mercifully in the affairs of men, that He hears and answers prayer,
and that He saves from sin and death all who come to Him through Jesus Christ. (Luke 10:21,22;
Matthew 23:9; John 3:16; 6:27; Romans 1:7; I Timothy 1:1,2; 2:5,6 I Peter 1:3; Rev.1:6)

GOD THE SON, JESUS CHRIST
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten Son, conceived by the Holy Spirit, fully man, fully God. I
believe in His virgin birth, sinless life, miracles, and teachings. I believe in His substitutionary atoning
death, bodily resurrection, ascension into heaven, perpetual intercession for His people, and
personal visible return to earth. (Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38; John 1:1; 20:28; Romans 9:5; 8:46; II
Corinthians 5:21; I Peter 2:21-23; John 20:30,31 Matthew 20:28 Ephesians 1:4; Acts 1:11; Romans
5:6-8; 6:9,10; Hebrews 7:25; I Timothy 3:16, Col. 1:15-20)

GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT
I believe in the Holy Spirit who came forth from the Father and Son to convict the world of sin,
righteousness, and judgment, and to regenerate, sanctify, and empower all who believe in Jesus
Christ. I believe that the Holy Spirit indwells every believer in Christ, and that He is an abiding helper,
teacher and guide. (John 14:16,17,26; 15:26,27; John 16:9-14; Romans 8:9; I Corinthians 3:16, 6:19;
Galatians 5:22-26)

MANKIND
I believe God created both male and female in His own image for fellowship with Him; that mankind
sinned against God and thereby incurred physical, spiritual and eternal death, which is separation
from God; that as a consequence, all human beings are born with a sinful nature, are sinners by
choice, and are therefore under God’s righteous, divine condemnation. Fallen, sinful people,
whatever their character or attainments, are lost and without hope apart from salvation in Christ.
(Genesis 1:26; 5:2; Genesis 3; Genesis 2:17;3:19; Romans 1:18-32, 3:9-19, 23)



THE GOSPEL OF SALVATION
I believe the Gospel is the good news that the death of Jesus Christ was a once for all substitutionary
and propitiatory sacrifice to God for our justification; that His resurrection conquered sin and death;
that all who repent, forsake sin, and place their faith in Jesus Christ as Savior are regenerated by the
Holy Spirit and become new creatures, delivered and saved from condemnation and receive the
promise of eternal life through Christ’s resurrection. (John 1:12-13, 3:14-21; 5:24; 8:12; 10:26;
Romans 3:21-26; 5:19; 8:1; 10, I John 1:9; II Corinthians 5:17, I Corinthians 15, Romans)

EVIDENCE OF SALVATION
I believe biblical salvation is characterized by godly sorrow, repentance, and embracing Christ as
one’s Savior, Lord, and Treasure. This “re-birth” through the Spirit is evidenced by an understanding
of God’s Word, new affections for God and hatred for sin, desires to please Him and not the world,
and works by the obedience of faith. These new works do not produce salvation but rather are the
natural fruits of true saving faith. They do not earn grace but are rather evidence of grace.
(Ephesians 2, Romans 1; 15, Philippians 2:12-13, John 15, Galatians 3:3; I Peter 2:2-3,  II Peter 1:10)

THE CHURCH
I believe the Church exists to worship God, nurture believers, and evangelize the lost.  We believe in
the universal Church, a living spiritual body of which Christ is the head and all regenerated persons
are members. I believe in the local Church, consisting of a company of believers in Jesus Christ,
baptized on a credible profession of faith, and associated for worship, mission, and fellowship. I
believe that God has laid upon the members of the local Church the primary task of taking the
gospel of Jesus Christ to a lost world through preaching the Gospel and planting churches as visible
evidence of an inaugurated Kingdom. (Ephesians 2:19-22; Acts 1:8; Ephesians 5:19-23; Acts 2:42;
Hebrews 10:23-25; Matt. 16:18, Acts 8:1, 11:22, 15:13-21, 20:28; I Cor. 1: 11-17, 3:9-16, 6:19; 2 Cor.
6:16; I Tim.3:15)

THE FUTURE
I believe the consummation of all things will happen in the visible and glorious return of the Lord
Jesus Christ to judge the just and the unjust and to fulfill His kingdom in establishing the new
heavens and the new earth. I believe in the resurrection of the body, the final judgment, the eternal
happiness of the righteous, and the endless, conscious suffering of the wicked in hell. (Matt. 24:44,
25:13; Mark 13:32-33; Luke 12:40; John 14:3; Acts 1:11; I Thessalonians 1:9-11, 4:13-17; Hebrews 9:28,
James 5:8;  I John 3:2; Rev. 20:11-15, 22:8-20)

MARRIAGE, GENDER, AND SEXUALITY
I believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male or female. These two
distinct, complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God. Rejection of one’s
biological sex is a rejection of the image of God within that person. (Gen 1:26-27)

I believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one man and one woman in
a single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture. I believe that God intends sexual intimacy to
occur only between a man and a woman who are married to each other. I believe that God has
commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between a man
and a woman. (Gen 2:18-25, 1 Cor 6:18; 7:2-5; Heb 13:4)



I believe that any form of sexual immorality (including adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior,
bisexual conduct, beastiality, incest, and use of pornography) is sinful and offensive to God. (Matt
15:18-20; 1 Cor 6:9-10)

I believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and dignity.
Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual are to be repudiated and
are not in accord with Scripture nor the doctrines of Outward Church. (Mark 12:28-31; Luke 6:31)

FINAL AUTHORITY FOR MATTERS OF FAITH AND CONDUCT
The statement of faith does not exhaust the extent of our beliefs. The Bible itself, as the inspired and
infallible Word of God that speaks with final authority concerning truth, morality, and the proper
conduct of mankind, is the sole and final source of all that we believe. For purposes of Outward
Church’s faith, doctrine, practice, policy, and discipline, the Outward Church Elders hold the final
interpretive authority on the Bible’s meaning and application. (1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy
3:16-17; Jude 1:3; 1 Timothy 4:12-16; Titus 1:9; Isaiah 55:11)

OBLIGATION OF OUTWARD CHURCH TO ITS MEMBERS

● We covenant that your elders and deacons will meet the criteria assigned to them in the
Scriptures. (1 Tim. 3:1-13; 5:17-22; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4)

● We covenant to seek God’s will for our church community to the best of our ability as we
study the Scriptures and follow the Spirit. (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-5)

● We covenant to care for you and seek your growth as a disciple of Christ, in part by
equipping you for service (Eph. 4:11-13) and praying for you regularly, particularly when you
are sick. (James 5:14)

● We covenant to provide teaching and counsel from the whole of Scripture. (Acts 20:27-28;
Gal. 6:6; 1 Tim. 5:17-18)

● We covenant to be on guard against false teachers. (Acts 20:28-31)

● We covenant to exercise church discipline when necessary. (Matt. 18:15-20; 1 Cor. 5; Gal. 6:1)

● We covenant to set an example and join you in fulfilling the duties of church members. (1
Cor. 11:1; Phil. 3:17; 1 Tim. 4:12)



OBLIGATION OF THE MEMBERS TO OUTWARD CHURCH

● I have read and understood the Outward doctrinal statement and will not be divisive to its
teaching. I also understand the importance of submission to church leadership and will be
diligent to preserve unity and peace. (Eph. 4:1-3; Heb. 13:7, 17)

● I covenant to submit to the authority of Scripture as the final arbiter on all issues. (Ps. 119; 2
Tim. 3:16-17) I agree with and will affirm the “closed-handed” doctrines of the church. When a
question arises regarding an “open-handed” issue I will discuss it with the elders and pastors
in order to seek to understand, believe and trust the Scriptures.

● I will maintain a close relationship with the Lord Jesus through regular Bible reading, prayer,
fellowship, and practice of spiritual disciplines. My relationship will be evident through my
participation in weekly worship services, communion, Outward community, service, and a
life that glorifies Jesus. (Ps. 105:1-2; Ps. 119:97; Acts 2:42-47; Heb. 10:23-25; 2 Peter 1:3)

● I will steward the resources God has given me, including my time, talents, and treasure.
(Prov. 3:9-10; Rom. 12:1-2; Gal. 5:22-26; Eph. 4:1-16; 5:15-18) This includes regular financial
giving, service, and participation in community that is sacrificial, cheerful, and voluntary.
(Rom. 12:1-8; 2 Cor. 8-9; 12:7-31; 1 Peter 4:10-11)

● I will not function in leadership or as a member in another church family. (Heb. 13:17)

● I covenant to submit to discipline by God through his Holy Spirit, to follow biblical
procedures for church discipline in my relationships with brothers and sisters in Christ, to
submit to righteous discipline when approached biblically by brothers and sisters in Christ,
and to submit to discipline by church leadership if the need should ever arise. (Ps. 141:5;
Matt. 18:15-17; 1 Cor. 5:1-5; 2 Cor. 2:5-8; Gal. 6:1-5 8; 1 Tim. 5:20; 2 Tim. 2:25; Titus 1:9; 3:10-11;
Heb. 12:5-11; Rev. 2:5-7, 14-25)

● I agree, by God’s grace, to walk in holiness as an act of worship to Jesus Christ, who has
saved me from my sin that I could live a new life. (2 Cor. 5:17)

● I agree to confess my sins to God and Christian brothers or sisters in order to seek help to
put my sin to death. (Rom. 8:13; Col. 3:5; 1 John 1:6-10)



MY COMMITMENT TO OUTWARD CHURCH AND ITS MISSION

The mission of Outward Church is to develop a community of disciples who love Jesus and live
outward.

I commit to participate in this mission as a diligent, faithful disciple of Jesus; that my identity would
be in Him, my worship would be for Him, my fellowship would be through Him, and my interaction
with the culture would be for His glory.

I understand that this covenant obligates me to the members of Outward and is an acknowledgment
of my submission to the leaders of the church. I accept the responsibility to notify Outward
leadership if at any time I can no longer commit to this covenant, or if I have any questions,
comments, or concerns regarding Outward Church.

Have you been baptized?

☐ YES ☐ NO (I will participate in baptism with Outward Church)

……………………………………………………………… ………………………………………..
Member printed name Date

………………………………………………………………. ……………………………………………………………….
Member signature Outward Church elder


